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QUOTA FOR HERRING EXPECTED TO DROP IN 2019
By Melissa Waterman and Patrice McCarron
Nothing chills the hearts of lobstermen more than the prospect of a bait shortage. Herring comprise the majority of bait purchased by Maine’s approximately
4,500 licensed lobstermen and even the whisper of a possible shortage causes
lobstermen to mutter grimly over the marine radio.
That whisper might become more of a roar
later this summer when the New England
Fishery Management Council (NEFMC)
concludes two herring-related activities: release of a new benchmark stock assessment
for Atlantic herring in August and a final
vote on changes to Amendment 8 of the herring fishery management plan in September.

The amendment will also address localized depletion of herring stocks and
user conflicts. Localized depletion is a bureaucratic term for a pulse of herring boats focusing on schools of herring. Under this amendment, it has come
to refer to where the midwater trawlers fish for herring. Removing large volumes of herring from a relatively small area
can break up herring schools and result in
other species, such as whales, seabirds and
predatory fish, moving away. Many have
argued that this harms businesses that operate only in coastal waters, such as smaller fishing boats and recreational charter
vessels.
“The goal is to account for the role of
Atlantic herring in the ecosystem, specifically its role as a forage species, to stabilize
the fishery at a level for optimum yield and
to try to figure out a way to set catch limits
keeping these goals in mind,” said Deirdre
Boelke, the herring coordinator for the
NEFMC. “Additionally, concerns came up
about localized depletion near shore.”

Proposed changes through Amendment
8 have been underway for several years.
The amendment’s purpose is to establish
a long-term acceptable biological catch
(ABC) control rule that explicitly accounts
for herring’s role in the ecosystem and for
Regulatory changes affecting the quota for Atlantic herring will
the biological and ecological requirements
impact the availability and price of herring bait. Photo courtesy
At the six hearings held in the last two
of the herring stock. Translated, that means
of Maine Public.
months, participants listened to the pros
that the Council will set a figure for how
and cons of ten ABC options and nine
much herring can be caught by fishermen
methods to tackle localized depletion. Other than remaining at status quo, the
each year that will sustain the herring stock and leave an adequate amount in
the sea for other predators over the next 150 years.
Continued on page 4
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Building positive relationships with fishermen,
lobstermen and clammers since 1935
VITAL STUDY OF LOBSTER
GEAR BEGINS THIS MONTH
By Melissa Waterman
The Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) study of vertical lines used in the lobster
fishery kicks off in full this
month. The three-year project,
funded by a $714,000 grant from
the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) Section 6
Species Recovery program, will
study the strength of rope used
by lobstermen in Maine, New
Hampshire,
Massachusetts,
Rhode Island and Connecticut.
Erin Summers is the lead investigator for DMR. “The project’s
primary goals are to document
what types of rope fishermen
MLA photo.
use in their vertical lines and
how those lines are rigged,
to determine the functional breaking strength of existing vertical
lines, and to document the hauling loads fishermen experience by
installing load cells aboard fishing vessels,” Summers said.
To do this, Summers and her colleagues will be breaking used rope
donated by lobstermen — lots of rope. Summers secured the loan
of a huge machine used by NMFS to test rope strength in the past
at the agency’s gear shed in Rhode Island, where rope and gear reContinued on page 23
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

What’s not to like on the Maine coast in July? Blue skies, almost warm water, picnics and clam bakes and lobster boat
races abound. It’s time to get outside and enjoy what the
coast has to offer.

Board of Directors

This month Landings offers its readers a chance to learn
about the history of one of the oldest lobster smacks still
operating in Maine. Bajupa has traveled amid the Penobscot
Bay islands and Matinicus Island for more than 70 years,
bringing bait, fuel and other fishing supplies to lobstermen
and conveying their catches to the mainland. The boat, which
was hauled this winter in Rockland for repairs, is known for
its elegant lines, the product of boatbuilder Robert Rich’s
skill in 1946. Bajupa and the other fishing smacks that once
plied the coast did more than just move lobsters and supplies back and forth; they provided a multipurpose link between the mainland and remote islands throughout the year.
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A different sort of tradition has returned to the town of Harpswell this
year. After a four-year hiatus, the lobster boat races will take place again,
on July 29 at Pott’s Harbor. There will
be 31 race classes, ranging from nonworking boats to Novi boats, with
first-, second- and third-place finishers. A dedicated committee of volunteers worked hard to bring the races
back to town and is looking forward
to a great day on the water.

of Maine food web. That means fishery managers could allocate a larger portion of the overall stock to remain in the
ocean, resulting in a smaller allocation for herring fishermen. Complicating the situation is a new benchmark stock
assessment for herring. Preliminary results indicate that
the stock has diminished due to the absence of young herring in the population. Should the final assessment confirm the stock’s low biomass, additional cuts to the annual
herring quota are likely. This will be bad news for the region’s lobstermen.
In addition to changes in the herring population, there
have been changes in an even more important marine
species, a tiny copepod called Calanus finmarchicus, as
Landings explores. C. finmarchicus is the preferred food
of just about everything in the Gulf of Maine — whales,
seabirds, fish and juvenile lobsters. Due to warming deep
water temperatures, however, the
cold-water copepod appears to have
shifted its presence and the timing of
its spring emergence from dormancy.
This subtle change has major ramifications for the North Atlantic right
whale, as our article notes.
The median age of Maine lobstermen is 50 years old, meaning that
half of the state’s lobstermen are
older and half younger. For those
approaching the grand old age of
65, thoughts turn to the intricacies
of Medicare insurance. The Maine
Lobstermen’s Association health insurance Navigator writes this month
about Medicare’s four parts, the best
time to sign up for each, and the nuances of Medicare coverage. MLA
Navigator Bridget Thornton is available to answer additional questions
that lobstermen may have about this
important federal health insurance
program.

On a more serious note, July is also
the month in which the Department
of Marine Resources’ vertical line
project kicks off. The three-year project will study the strength of rope
used by lobstermen in Maine, New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode
Summer’s here but there’s a lot
Island and Connecticut. The study
more for lobstermen to think
will document what types of rope
about than just what’s in their
lobstermen use for their vertical
traps. J. Cushman photo.
lines and how those lines are rigged,
determine the functional breaking
Finally, Landings profiles Mary
strength of existing vertical lines,
and record the hauling loads fishermen experience while Coombs of Bailey Island as part of our “People of the Coast”
raising their traps at sea. The study is of vital importance to series. Coombs is a well-known member of the area’s comMaine’s lobstermen because the recent deaths of 18 North munity of fishermen and fishing families, as well as longAtlantic right whales in Canadian and U.S. waters ha’ve put time general manager of Cook’s Lobster and Ale House. An
greater pressure on the fishery to minimize its impact on energetic and cheerful woman, Coombs has put her time
right whales. By studying how vertical lines work and, most and enthusiasm into numerous fundraising efforts deimportantly, at what level of pressure they break, critical data signed to help fishermen and their communities. Coombs
will be made available this fall to federal agencies charged is an example of the indefatigable women found throughout Maine’s fishing communities, who do what needs to be
with identifying new measures to protect the whales.
Landings also looks at the status of the herring fishery. done in times of disaster or in times of plenty. Here’s to you,
Herring are a preferred bait for Maine lobstermen, who Mary!
have seen the price for fresh and frozen herring rise steadily for the past five years. Now an amendment to the federal
fishery management plan for herring requires that the plan
consider the ecological role herring play in the larger Gulf

I hope that you enjoy this issue of Landings, and I welcome
your feedback.

Donate to the Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance and
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GUEST COLUMN: Canadian lobster fishery works to protect right whales
By Geoff Irvine

•

One of the most critical issues facing the lobster sector in North America is
how we work together to manage fishery interactions with the North Atlantic
right whales (NARW).

Dynamic and static closures of the fishery
based on NARW location and movement

•

Daily oversight of regulatory compliance

•

Governing protocols as set out by Canada’s
Species At Risk Act

•

A reduction in the amount of rope floating on
the surface of the water

It goes without saying that the lobster sector in Canada and the United States
must do everything possible to protect the North Atlantic right whale. The impact that the 18 reported deaths in 2017 has had on the entire NARW population cannot be overstated.

•

Harvester reporting of any lost gear

However, some of the reporting to date has contained a lack of substantiated
facts or any reference to the ongoing commitment to protect the NARW by key
Canadian fisheries.

•

A comprehensive sighting/interaction policy
including a whale hotline number as well as
ongoing aerial monitoring.

The Canadian lobster fishery has, until now, remained silent about its activities in this regard. Our harvesters and processors do what’s needed to ensure
a sustainable fishery without fanfare. While it is difficult for those fishermen
directly impacted, we are quickly adjusting to the new reality of whales in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence during the spring lobster season.

In addition, lobster harvesters in various Canadian
fishing regions are testing new technologies including hydrophone microphones and ropeless gear
technology. Several harvesters are training with
whale rescue teams on whale disentanglement.

With fewer than 500 NARWs left alive in the world, the deaths last year have
prompted significant reaction from the scientific, regulatory, and environmental communities.

We believe that the lobster fishery has been unfairly linked to many whale
deaths in Canadian waters without any direct evidence. Of the seven necropsies performed on right whales killed in Canadian waters, only two have definitively been linked to entanglement with fishing gear. While we believe any
number is too high, we also believe that more work must be done to clearly
identify the causes to ensure that proper mitigation strategies are in place.

The reaction by legislators on both sides of the border, in particular, has created uncertain climates for both lobster industries. In the absence of good data,
fisheries managers and regulators have been forced to make assumptions on
whether the mitigation measures are effective and about the full costs of implementation. All of these reactions don’t fully take into consideration what’s
actually been happening on the water — particularly with lobster harvesters
in the Bay of Fundy and Gulf of St. Lawrence. In fact, the industry began developing its own mitigation strategies, which included monitoring, self-imposed
suspensions and gear tracking, as early as 2006.

We support continued study to better determine the exact causes of NARW
mortality. We also urge all stakeholders to consider the impacts on the lobster industry and ultimately on the livelihood of the people and communities
Continued on page 4
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We understand that the government of Canada has implemented measures it
believes are the most immediate solution to protecting NARWs and we respect
that they needed to implement these measures very quickly to begin to address
the situation. We want to work with the government to continue to monitor
the effectiveness of all the regulations to ensure they are the best mitigation
measures possible, while also recognizing the economic costs to our coastal
communities.
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The Canadian lobster fishery is one of the most sustainable in the world. Our
ongoing mitigation strategies, defined lobster seasons and trap limits as well as
some of the newly introduced regulations by the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO) all help to mitigate the risk to the NARWs. Other measures now
in place include:

Geoff Irvine is the
executive director of
the Lobster Council of
Canada. LCC photo.
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ABC control rule options all favor an annual catch limit that leaves a larger portion of herring in the ocean to serve as prey for other species.
The options to reduce localized depletion of herring favor pushing herring trawlers further offshore. Current regulations prohibit trawlers from
the Gulf of Maine from June1 to September 30,
which has sent those trawlers south into the waters off Cape Cod. The amendment’s options propose requiring trawlers to operate 12 miles off
Cape Cod, 25 miles or 50 miles; partial seasonal
closures; or limited closures or boundary shifts.

combined. Based on these data, the model indicates a need to reduce the herring quota from an Annual Catch Limit of more than 100,000 metric tons to
less than 30,000 metric tons. The assessment will
be finalized upon acceptance by the Science and
Statistical Committee in September.
In response to the preliminary results of the
herring stock assessment, the NEFMC voted
at its June 12 meeting to ask NOAA’s Regional
Administrator to cap 2018 herring catches in
Areas 1A, 1B, and 3 at 2017 levels in order to minimize anticipated quota cuts for 2019. The adjusted 2018 Acceptable Catch Limit of roughly 50,000
metric tons will then roll over on January 1, 2019,
as a placeholder until the next herring specification package is completed.

To complicate matters, a new benchmark herring stock assessment is nearing completion.
The preliminary assessment came out in early
June and underwent peer review during the last
As the herring stock assessment is finalized
The amount of Atlantic herring permitted to be
week of June. The Northeast Fisheries Science
over the summer, the Council will review comcaught next year will have a direct economic impact
Center (NEFSC) computer model drew upon
ments on Amendment 8 and develop recomon Maine’s lobstermen. Photo courtesy of the BDN.
data that show four of the six lowest estimates of
mendations for the full Council to consider in
herring recruitment occurred in 2013, 2015, 2016,
September. The full implications of the stock
and 2017. Fewer young herring are entering the
assessment and management implications of Amendment 8 will not be fully
stock; the population now contains more age 6 fish than age 1 and age 2 fish
understood until then.
Irvine continued from page 3

involved in the lobster fishery. The Lobster Council of Canada (LCC) is urging
DFO to work with harvesters to ensure that all stakeholders are able to weigh in
on the ongoing mitigation measures. We firmly believe that genuine engagement
on the part of DFO and harvesters will certainly lead to better outcomes for the
NARW and all stakeholders involved. It will be within this context of engagement
that calm and compliance, the outcomes that the LCC supports, will prevail.
It is critical to remember that the Canadian and northeast U.S. lobster fisheries are truly integrated and reliant upon each other, making the NARW issue
a North American industry issue, not a Canadian or American industry issue.
Furthermore, all stakeholders involved in the NARW conversation have one
thing in common: everyone is committed to protecting the endangered NARW
and taking whatever proven steps are possible to ensure their survival.

THE MLA WORKS FOR YOU
“Whether it’s whale rules, bait
LVVXHV RU ODFN RI SURÀWDEOH PDUketing, MLA is in the forefront of
those issues. I wanted to be a part
in shaping that voice.”
Bob Baines, Spruce Head

We must continue to work together to identify the right solutions. We’re convinced that together we can make that happen.

We have what you need!
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NEW ENGLAND’S
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“It’s What Fishermen Read”
www.FishermensVoice.com
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TINY COPEPOD CAUSES QUIVERS IN GULF OF MAINE FOOD WEB
By Melissa Waterman
It’s hard to imagine but the well-being of animals as diverse as the giant North
Atlantic right whale and the diminutive herring are dependent on a creature
the size of a grain of rice: Calanus finmarchicus, a cold-water copepod.
C. finmarchicus is the dominant species of copepod found throughout the Gulf
of Maine, the southern-most extent of its range. It’s the preferred food of just
about every creature in the Gulf because it is like a floating French fry — C. finmarchicus is packed with fat.

The presence of C. finmarchicus also appears to influence the survival of juvenile lobsters as well. A recent study by Joshua Carloni, a research scientist in
New Hampshire’s Fish and Game Division, tackled a question that has troubled
lobster scientists: why are there so few juvenile lobsters settling in the Gulf of
Maine when the population is at record abundance? Given the huge increase
in commercial landings in the last decade, there should be a corresponding increase in the number of baby lobsters turning up in the yearly American Lobster
Settlement Index, a survey of young-of-the-year conducted since 1989. But settlement figures have been going down for four years, according to Rick Wahle,
senior research scientist at the University of Maine, who has overseen the survey
since its inception.
Carloni examined data accumulated by the Seabrook Station nuclear power
plant operators since the 1980s. As part of its original permit, the company
agreed to conduct extensive surveys of the waters around its New Hampshire
plant. Carloni pored through the data to see if juvenile lobster abundance could
be linked to food sources.
“The data revealed significant increasing trends in lobster stage I larvae, consistent with the mounting levels of egg production in the Gulf of Maine. The planktonic post-larvae from the same survey have been in decline in recent years,
and this decline correlates well with estimates of young-of-year lobster,” Carloni
said. “We found that both post-larval and young-of-year lobster are significantly
correlated with the abundance of C. finmarchicus, but not other potential zooplankton prey available during the summer lobster larval season.”
Wahle said it’s not completely certain that baby lobsters are dying off due to a
lack of C. finmarchicus. They might be settling in new places, or lobsters and C.
finmarchicus might be under pressure from bigger predators, like jellyfish.
C. finmarchicus is not the only copepod in the sea. There are dozens of other
species that can be found in the Gulf of Maine, and some that may migrate
from southern areas as the Gulf continues to warm.

It may be the size of a rice grain, but C. finmarchicus is a giant in the
Gulf of Maine food web. Its presence in dense schools provides critical
food for the endangered right whale. NOAA images.

But C. finmarchicus is the dietary prize for so many marine species because it
is so rich in fat; the cost to a young lobster or right whale in terms of energy to
catch and devour a gallon of C. finmarchicus is offset by the calories the copepods contain. The same amount of effort to gulp down an equivalent volume
of another species of copepod, such as C. glacialis, does not return the same
amount of calories. The long-term effect of this likely shift in copepod species
remains unclear.

Before it hits sexual maturity, C. finmarchicus remains dormant deep in the water
column, drawing on its reserves of fat, which can reach 60% of its body mass.
Sometime in the early spring it will rise toward the surface, molt and grow into
a mature adult. When this copepod appears and in what density matters a great
deal, not only to right whales and herring but also, it appears, to juvenile lobsters.
Right whales have been turning up in unusual numbers in the late winter and
early spring in Cape Cod Bay, presumably to feast on the copepods. Researchers
from the Center of Coastal Studies in Provincetown reported this year that
much of the known population of North Atlantic right whales (453) could be
found in the bay until mid-May. But the whales did not look like their normal
plump selves. Observers reported seeing notably thin whales. Furthermore,
no calves have been spotted accompanying their mothers anywhere along the
East Coast this year.
Right whales often converged in the eastern Gulf of Maine in areas like Jordan
Basin to socialize and mate during the summer months. Warmer-than-average
water has influenced the presence of C. finmarchicus in the region in recent
years, according to several researchers. Nick Record of the Bigelow Laboratory
for Ocean Sciences in East Boothbay said the deep-water population of C. finmarchicus in the eastern half of the Gulf has been in decline.
“I’ve been seeing really warm temperatures especially in the deep basins where
Calanus is, and at the time when right whales are in the eastern Gulf,” Record
said. “That’s the habitat the whales have abandoned in the last few years, so it
may be connected to the changes in the deep water coming into the Gulf.”
Jeffrey Runge, a a biological oceanographer at the Gulf of Maine Research
Institute, thinks that C. finmarchicus is continuing to enter into the Gulf carried by the cold-water current that runs from the Gulf of St. Lawrence along
Nova Scotia and into the Gulf of Maine. C. finmarchicus can continue to exist in
that thread of cold water, even if the Gulf itself is warmer. Runge has been sampling two sites in the Gulf of Maine — Wilkinson Basin and the mouth of the
Damariscotta River — for 15 years. Since 2010, Runge has seen a 30% decline in
the volume of the copepod at both sites during the summer.
The cause of the decline in C. finmarchicus is unclear. “It’s hard to say whether
it is due to a long-term climate change or if it is a local event,” he said. The
springtime abundance of C. finmarchicus, on the other hand, is off the charts,
five times what it was in 2010. However, by rising to the surface earlier in the
year due to warmer surface waters, C. finmarchicus reproduces earlier as well,
making them less fat at the time that right whales arrive.
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who understands

you?

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry.
With long- and short-term ﬁnancing options for real estate, boats and
equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice for you. We provide attractive
rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of every type and size.
Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.

Loans and leases for:
Boats / Trucks / Real estate / Wharves / Bait storage facilities / Equipment
Haul out and repair / Operating lines / Permits

800.831.4230 / FarmCreditEast.com

Page 6 | LANDINGS | July 2018

HARPSWELL RETURNS TO LOBSTER RACE CIRCUIT
By Elizabeth Clemente, The Forecaster, reprinted with permission
After a four-year hiatus, lobstermen will again be hauling in prizes at the
Harpswell Lobster Boat Races. The races will take place Sunday, July 29, at
Pott’s Harbor beginning at 10 a.m. There will be 31 race classes, ranging from
non-working boats to Novi boats, with first-, second- and third-place finishers.
The rain date is August 5. Registration will begin at 8 a.m. at Erica’s Seafood,
505 Basin Point Road, where race merchandise will also be available for purchase. Larry Ward, leader of the Harpswell Lobster Boat Races Committee, said
the races were first held in 1987, and became an anticipated event every summer. The races are part of a tradition around the state, with a circuit that begins
each season in Boothbay Harbor and ends in Portland.
In 1991, the tradition of donating Harpswell’s race proceeds to the Harpswell
Santa Fund began. The charitable organization was formed in memory of
Ward’s brother, Lewis Ward Jr., a local lobsterman. After costs are covered to
put on this year’s event, all proceeds will again be donated to the Santa Fund.
The event stalled after the 2013 races due to a shortage of volunteers. Now,
Ward said, the effort is stronger than ever. “We’re all committed to making this
a great venue for locals, tourists and surrounding businesses for generations to
come,” he said. The idea to bring the races back was sparked in August 2017 by
Harpswell resident Scott Ring, who was no longer able to help plan the event,
but inspired the current organizers to take up the cause.

Thanks to the efforts of many, the Harpswell lobster boat races will rev up again
this summer on July 29 after a four-year hiatus. Photo by J. Johanson.

Committee member Kristina York said Ring started the event’s Facebook
page and set up the organization’s email, and then other volunteers “took the
idea and ran with it.” “It just happened,” she said.
One new way committee members have been getting the word out about the
return of the races this year is through social media. “We’ve been reaching
out through social media, Facebook, word-of-mouth, signs, and we’ve gotten
a great reception from everyone up and down the coast, and even out of the
state,” Ward said.
Ward said organizers are hoping 60-70 boats will participate. Volunteers will
help with tasks such as distributing prizes to winners, assisting with registration, and selling merchandise like Harpswell Lobster Boat Race T-shirts during
the event.

gear such as lobster traps. The races are best viewed from the water on either
side of the course, she said. There will also be a free breakfast for participants
this year before the races at West Harpswell Baptist Church, 1492 Harpswell
Neck Road, from 6-8:30 a.m. Mike Kota, former owner of Captain Mike’s Seafood
in Brunswick, will be preparing the meal, which will feature food entirely donated by local businesses.
Ultimately, Ward said, the group isn’t trying to “re-invent the wheel” in bringing
the races back — just “grease it up.” “We’re trying to bring it back and make it a
family event again,” he said. “A nice day on the water.”

York said several businesses are supporting the race in its comeback year, and
winners will receive gift certificates to marine stores, cash prizes, and fishing

OPERA HOUSE ARTS at the

STONINGTON OPERA HOUSE
Proudly supporting the
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Your quality trap supplies at a great price!
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Check our dealer near you
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(800) 356-5464
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association

STEAMING AHEAD

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.

I recall an MLA board meeting a few years ago when we
were discussing whale rules. I was bringing the board up
to speed on whatever was going on at the time, and the
board members sat quietly as they tried to take it all in.
Then Arnie Gamage spoke up. “You know, we never had to
deal with issues like this. When it was all about oversized
and broodstock lobster, the problems just made sense to
everyone. Now, who can even understand half of this?”

President: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
1st VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
2nd VP: Dustin Delano
Friendship, 542-7241
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 354-6404

Arnie was right. The complexity of the issues facing our
industry is unprecedented. And what’s at stake from how
these issues are resolved is extremely important. Take, for
an example, the threat of the closures due to the presence of
deep sea coral slated for Downeast Maine last year. Maine
lobstermen were face-to-face with a strong and well-funded environmental agenda with a mission to protect corals
at any cost. Lobstermen scratched their heads, wondering
how these deep water corals could still exist if lobster gear
was actually harming them. Where’s the common sense?

•••

Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 497-3440
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 677-0148
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Mike Sargent, Steuben, 460-1316
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846-9279
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Membership Director

Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Health Insurance Navigator
Bridget Thornton
bridget@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place in
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.
July 11, 5 p.m.
at the Nautilus Restaurant
No August meeting

Unfortunately, legal and regulatory processes seldom make
sense to fishermen. Yet the outcomes have significant bearing on lobstermen’s ability to make a living and to sustain a
way of life. Fortunately, where the coral issue was concerned,
the Department of Marine
Resources’ (DMR) lobster
scientists were able to cobble together enough data for
DMR and the MLA to make a
very strong economic argument against closing critical
lobstering areas to protect
corals. We prevailed. But when it comes to tackling these
sorts of complex issues, winning is by no means guaranteed.

Yet, despite these facts, there is a court case pending to require the National Marine Fisheries Service to implement
more stringent whale protection measures affecting U.S.
fishermen. The MLA has intervened in this case to ensure
that Maine lobstermen have a say in any potential management strategies that could come from the court. The
state of Maine has also received notice that Max Strahan
of Massachusetts intends to sue Maine over whale protection. It could be a few months or more before we know if
that case will move forward.
The MLA has been fighting to tell the story of Maine lobstermen’s strong track record of implementing measures
that protect whales during the past 20 years. We’ve emphasized the need to ensure that the lobster fishery remains
economically viable in the face of any new whale mitigation measures. And we’ve said time and again that the responsibility for the right whales’ fate lies in large part with
a changing ocean environment, changing whale movements, changing prey patterns and poor reproductive success, not squarely on the shoulders of Maine lobstermen.
As if all this were not enough, Maine lobstermen are facing
a massive bait shortage for the 2019 fishing season. Bait will
certainly be tight again this year
because managers have already
capped 2018 herring landings at
last year’s levels, approximately
50,000 metric tons. But for the
2019 herring season, it appears
that the quota will be slashed to
less than 30,000 metric tons or a
40% reduction of 2018 landings.

There is no doubt that the Maine
lobster fishery is facing the fight
of its life — on whales and bait —
during the next year and beyond.

I believe the lobster industry faces the most significant
challenges ever to confront our fishery in the year ahead.
We have two crises of alarming proportions — the strong
likelihood of new whale protection measures and an acute
bait crisis due to a reduction in the herring quota. And I
won’t even get into looming market issues due to the U.S.
trade wars and tariff disputes.
I think everyone is familiar with what’s happening to
right whales by now. The right whale population began a
slow decline in 2015, and the death of 18 right whales in
less than a year sent many in the research and conservation community into panic mode. On the good news side,
Canada has finally implemented some whale protection
measures for their fishing and shipping industries. These
actions are primarily focused in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
area and include draconian fishing closures.
While Canada has made tremendous progress, it is important to remember that the U.S. still has more stringent
measures by far in place. Lobstermen have removed 27,000
miles of floating groundlines and 2,740 miles of buoy lines
from the ocean. The U.S. whale plan affects all fixed gear
fishermen along the entire Atlantic seaboard and includes
a suite of seasonal closures encompassing approximately
30,000 square miles. The Massachusetts Restricted Area
alone is over 3,000 square miles. By contrast, Canada’s seasonal fishing closures total approximately 3,660 square
miles, which includes both its static and dynamic closures.
It is important to keep the role of fisheries in the recent
right whale population downturn in perspective. Research
has shown significant changes to the timing, distribution
and fat content of copepods such as Calanus finmarchicus
in the Gulf of Maine. Shifts in copepod distribution and
abundance have been linked to changes in right whale distribution and lack of reproductive success.
And we must look at the data. The Canadian snow crab
fishery had 12 confirmed right whale entanglements over
three years (2015-2017) resulting in five deaths. The U.S.
and Canadian lobster fisheries combined have had seven
confirmed right whale entanglements over 17 years (20002017) resulting in one death.

A similar decline in herring landings occurred from 2013 to
2017, during which time they decreased by nearly 50% and
bait prices jumped as much as 75% in many harbors along
the coast. What will happen to the cost of bait when those
landings sink so abruptly in just one year?
Unfortunately, no industry association, government agency or business will have the power to change the status of
the herring stock. The herring biomass is extremely low
because recruitment of newly spawned fish has reached
its lowest levels in recorded history. This is not a case of
overfishing, but rather is likely another ramification of the
changing ocean environment.
The bottom line for the lobster industry is that we need to
think about the realities of the 2019 lobstering season with
eyes wide open. There will be an acute bait shortage and bait
prices will be very high. How will your lobster business fare?
I understand as well as anyone that lobstermen do not like
change, but like it or not, next year is going to bring significant changes. We must start now to think about how
we fish and when we fish. We must think about how we
can be more efficient, especially with limited amounts of
herring for bait. And don’t think you’re immune to the impacts of the herring cuts if you fish other baits. Such a drastic reduction in the overall bait supply will surely cascade
throughout the bait supply chain, creating scarcity and
high bait prices across the board.
There is no doubt that the Maine lobster fishery is facing
the fight of its life — on whales and bait — during the next
year and beyond. The MLA does not have a magic wand
to wave and make these issues go away, but we do have 64
years of experience in fighting to keep this industry healthy
and viable. We have a board that is committed to keeping
the lobster industry afloat and a hard working and knowledgeable staff. The MLA stands ready to fight.
MLA is launching its summer membership campaign and
I hope you will support us. The issues we face are complex
and truly consequential. We need your support more than
ever to keep the Maine lobster industry strong.
As always, stay safe on the water.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA DIRECTORS MEETING
The MLA Board of Directors met on June 13 in Belfast.
MLA Vessel Insurance Program — Scott Smithwick provided an update on
the MLA Vessel Insurance Program. The MLA Board works with Smithwick to
design vessel insurance for lobstermen. The program is cost competitive, provides broad coverage to protect captains and boats from the unexpected, and
provides excellent claims service. The Vessel Insurance Program reduced its
rates in 2013 to keep plans affordable and added specific features, such as P&I
coverage that automatically covers scientific observers; loss of earnings, theft
and pollution endorsements; no lay-up required but lay-up credit available;
racing and pleasure use allowed; youthful operators covered if they have taken
a Drill Conductor course; and premium credit for completing a Drill Conductor
Course. The MLA board told Smithwick that they were really pleased with the
program’s offerings and track record.
Belfast Salmon Aquaculture — Patrice McCarron met with Nordic Aquafarms
CEO Erik Heim and his team to learn more about the land-based salmon aquaculture project proposed adjacent to the Little River in Belfast. This project
plans to operate a state-of-the-art facility that is pesticide- and disease-free,
using non-GMO feed. The project will include on-site waste water treatment
to minimize nitrogen and phosphorous in its discharge, which will go to deep
water approximately one mile offshore in Penobscot Bay. Heim said his company was interested learning more about the lobster industry’s bait needs to
determine if the head and racks from the facility could be used as bait. Nordic
is seeking additional opportunities to meet with lobstermen to tell them about
the planned project and proactively address lobstermen’s concerns. The company plans to begin applying for permits soon, so more detailed information
will be available as that process moves forward.
Herring Management — There are two major challenges facing lobstermen
with regard to herring: 1) changes to the Herring Management Plan through
Amendment 8 and 2) the results of the recent herring benchmark stock assessment which will require massive reductions in herring quota beginning in 2019.
Herring Plan Amendment 8: Amendment 8 to the herring plan addresses
two separate issues. First, it will determine the methodology scientists will
use to set the overall commercial quota allocation for the fishery, known as
the ABC (Allowable Biological Catch). The MLA board voted to support status
quo methods to assess the herring quota and expressed concern that other options in Amendment 8 would reduce the commercial herring quota without
providing significant ecosystem benefits in return. The second issue covered in
Amendment 8 is where the midwater fleet will be allowed to fish in order to
address concerns over user conflict and localized depletion of the herring resource. The MLA Board voted on an option to extend the June to September ban
on midwater trawlers in Area 1A to a year-round ban. The MLA did not weigh
in on proposed changes to the midwater fleet’s fishing areas outside of Maine.
Herring Stock Assessment and 2019 Quota: A benchmark assessment of the
herring resource is nearly complete; a peer review is scheduled for late June. Data
show that the herring biomass has declined significantly due to poor incoming
year classes of fish, not because of overfishing. In response to the poor condition of the stock, the Council voted at its June meeting to cap the 2018 harvest of
Atlantic herring at 2017 levels. If the draft stock assessment is approved, herring
quota in 2019 will be cut to less than 30,000 metric tons to be shared across all
herring fishing areas. The MLA Directors are extremely worried about the impacts that such a huge reduction in herring landings will have on the availability
and cost of bait and ultimately, the ability of lobstermen to earn a profit.
Industry Whale Meetings — The MLA held seven industry whale meetings, one
in each lobster zone, to update lobstermen on the whale issue and strategize
on Maine’s response. The TRT is scheduled to meet in October at which time
it will begin discussions on new whale protection measures. The MLA is summarizing feedback from the industry meetings and will hold another round of
meetings this summer to continue discussions. MLA also attended all of the
spring zone council meetings, which included an update on whales.
MLA Intervenes in Whale Lawsuit — On May 30, the court granted MLA’s motion to intervene in the case brought forward by five conservation groups to
pressure NMFS to implement additional whale protections measures focusing on lobstermen. Intervenor status gives MLA and Maine’s lobster industry a
voice in any decisions that may result from this court case.
MLA Presentations — Patrice made a presentation on Maine’s efforts to protect whales and the state’s lobster conservation practices at the Capitol Hill
Oceans Week (CHOW) conference. The session focused on how fisheries are
responding to a changing climate. Congresswoman Pingree gave the opening
remarks and the session was attended by members of Congress and staffers.
MLA’s President Kristan Porter spoke about Maine’s efforts to protect whales
as part of a panel on right whales at the New England Aquarium in late June.
SAVE the Right Whales Act — Conservation groups are backing a Congressional
bill that would provide $5 million per year over ten years (2018-2028) in federal

funds to establish a new grant program to fund research that uses innovative
technology to reduce lethal or sublethal effects of entanglements in fishing gear
and vessel collisions. The MLA Board is very concerned that those supporting
this bill have specific solutions in mind and they would like Congress to fund
them. The MLA has been in touch with the Maine delegation; none have signed
onto this bill. Supporters of this bill held a briefing for members of Congress
and staff entitled “Right Whales in Crisis” to garner support for this bill. No one
from Maine was invited to participate in the briefing.
Offshore Wind — The MLA board voted unanimously to adopt a policy statement opposing ocean energy development in the Gulf of Maine to protect commercial fishing opportunities, culture and way of life. In June, the PUC voted to
reopen a previously negotiated power contract for Maine Aqua Ventus to test a
patented technology for deep-water floating wind farms. The PUC stated that
the Maine Aqua Ventus project would raise rates for Central Maine Power residential customers by roughly 73 cents a month in the first year of the project.
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative — The MLMC has adopted new bylaws, establishing an executive committee and industry advisory committee. The MLMC board rejected an amendment to establish a Dealer Advisory
Committee in its bylaws. The MLA spoke against this approach, noting that
it could lessen the harvester’s voice on the board. Instead, its bylaws allow
the MLMC to create industry advisory committees. The Board then voted to
establish a Maine Dealers Advisory Committee as requested by the Maine
Legislature. The MLMC continues to implement its campaign to raise awareness and promote Maine new-shell lobster in the U.S. through influential chefs
and food professionals.
Portland’s Working Waterfront
MLA Director Willis Spear helped to
organize a protest rally to preserve
Portland’s working waterfront.
Nearly 100 people attended the
event to oppose a planned development on Commercial Street that includes a hotel and parking garage on
Fisherman’s Wharf, a condo-hotel
project at the former Rufus Deering
Lumber site and a three-building,
mixed office, retail and restaurant
development on Union Wharf. Spear
has been involved in many efforts to
save Portland’s working waterfront
since the 1980’s.

Photo courtesy of the Portland
Press Herald.

MLA Updates — Andi Pelletier updated the Board on the summer membership campaign which kicked off in June. The first phase is focused on business members, followed by the harvester membership drive in July. Members
will receive new hats and bumper stickers and new t-shirts are available. The
Board noted the importance of emphasizing the gravity of the issues now facing lobstermen and the need to recruit more lobstermen to support MLA if
we are to be successful in beating these challenges. MLA Directors then discussed its protocol for honoring retired board members. MLA will partner with
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association to host a fisheries gubernatorial forum
scheduled for October 4 in Rockland. Earlier this month the Maine Lobster
Dealers Association held a full day meeting with U.S. Trade Representatives
and Maine’s Congressional delegation to discuss possible tariffs on lobster. The
MLA was neither informed of this event nor invited to attend. Instead, staff
learned about it when media called the office for comment.
MLA Subcomittees — The MLA Board will establish subcomittees to review financials and review policy agenda. Policy ideas raised for consideration this fall
include a ban on plastic traps, establishing V-notching best practices, requiring
a clean notch through use of a tool, and closing the owner-operator loophole.
TARIFFS
The lobster industry will be hit by new retaliatory tariffs as a result of the Trump
administrations’ trade policies. In mid-June, China announced a 25% tariff on
U.S. lobster imports. The tariff is scheduled to be implemented on July 7. It is unclear whether the existing 20% tariff on lobster, scheduled for elimination at the
end of June, will be affected. Collectively, U.S. lobster could face a 45% price disadvantage in the Chinese market. The Portland Press Herald reported the value
of China’s U.S. lobster imports grew from $108.3 million in 2016 to $142.4 million
last year. Maine is already dealing with the impacts of Canada’s 2017 free trade
agreement with the European Union, known as CETA. The first provisions, including the removal of an 8% tariff on Canadian lobster, puts Maine lobster at a
price disadvantage. CETA will also phase out tariffs on processed Canadian lobster products over five years. The Trump administration’s trade policies are also
affecting the price of lobster traps. Tariffs on steel have impacted the price and
availability of U.S. steel used to make lobster traps. Steel imported from overseas,
including Canada, now includes a 25% tariff.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Amendment 8 ( from NEFMC)

VTR FOR ALL FEDERAL LOBSTER PERMIT HOLDERS
NMFS is seeking input on how to implement 100% mandatory harvester reporting for federal lobster permit holders as required by recent changes to the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) lobster management
plan. NMFS published an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to seek
public input on fast-tracking implementation of mandatory harvester by requiring federal lobster permit holders to complete the existing federal VTR.
To do this, these measures would be included in an existing rulemaking that is
already in process. NMFS plans to address additional reporting requirements
including biological sampling, a new fixed gear reporting form, and other
measures in a separate future action. Comments are due by July 16. More info
at www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/06/14/2018-12777/atlantic-coastalfisheries-cooperative-management-act-provisions-american-lobster-fishery.
HERRING UPDATES
2018 Herring Landings
The Atlantic herring fishery season opened on June 3 with four consecutive
landing days per week. There is a 480,000 pound (12 trucks) weekly landing
limit per vessel of which 80,000 pounds (two trucks) can be transferred. Those
with category C and D permits that use small mesh bottom trawl may land
seven consecutive days/week. Catcher vessels may transfer to other catcher
vessels to avoid dumping or wasting fish.

Atlantic Herring Landings
For data through June 21, 2018
Area

Cumulative

Total Annual

% of Quota

2017 landings as of
6/25

Catch YTD

Quota

1A*

3,247

1B

0

31,962

10%

1,956

3,649

0

1,138

2

6,674

31,137

21%

3,681

3

1,178

43,853

2.7%

8,728

Total

7,697

100,969*

1%

15,504

*Quota June 1 thru Sept 30 = 21,910; Oct 1 thru Dec 31 -= 8,192

Benchmark Stock Assessment ( from the New England Fishery Management Council)
The 2018 herring benchmark stock assessment will be peer reviewed by independent scientists during the last week of June. The NEFMC received a draft
executive summary of its working group’s findings.
Preliminary results indicate that recruitment — incoming year classes of newly
born fish — has been poor for several years. The draft assessment expresses
concern that the herring population now contains more age 6 fish than age 1
and age 2 fish combined. If these estimates hold true, then the spawning stock
biomass of Atlantic herring is apt
to remain relatively low without
improved recruitment. The working group stated that four of the
six lowest estimates of herring recruitment occurred in 2013, 2015,
2016, and 2017.
As a result, the Council recognized
that very large quota reductions
may be inevitable in the specifications package which will establish
the herring quota for 2019-2021. In
NOAA photo.
order to lessen the impact of these
reductions in 2019, the Council
voted to ask NMFS to use its authority to cap the 2018 harvest of Atlantic herring at 2017 catch levels in Herring Management Areas 1A, 1B, and 3 (see map);
and set the Area 2 sub-annual catch limit (sub-ACL) at 8,200 metric tons (mt) for
2018. The 2018 quota (ACL) for Atlantic herring is 111,000 mt, the same as it was
in 2017. The fleet only harvested roughly 50,000 mt of the ACL in 2017.
The Council said that by “freezing the footprint” at 2017 catch levels and capping catches at approximately 50,000 mt in 2018, reductions in 2019 would not
be as severe as if the fleet harvested the full 111,000 mt ACL. Under current
regulations, the 2018 specifications will roll over on January 1 and remain in
place until NMFS implements a final rule. If the Regional Administrator implements the Council’s request, then the adjusted 2018 ACL of roughly 50,000 mt
will roll over on January 1, 2019 and help lessen the impacts in 2019 should the
forecasted reductions in the draft benchmark assessment come into play following the peer review.

Amendment 8 proposes new measures to: 1) establish a new long-term ABC
control rule; and 2) address potential localized depletion and user conflicts in
the fishery by limiting the areas where midwater trawlers can fish. The Council
will work on Amendment 8 over the summer to review public comments and
develop recommendations for the full Council to consider. The Council is scheduled to take final action on Amendment 8 and receive an update on the 20192021 specifications package during its September meeting in Plymouth, MA.
WHALE UPDATES
DMR Gear Research Project — The Maine Department of Marine Resource’s
(DMR) three-year rope testing project starts July 1. The project has four objectives: 1) use a Web-based survey to voluntarily gather information about vertical line rigging from fishermen; 2) assess the functional breaking strength of
vertical lines in use throughout the Gulf of Maine region; 3) document the hauling loads experienced by fishermen throughout the region under varying conditions to determine what line strength is needed to fish safely and efficiently
under different conditions; and 4) model vertical line use, strength, and hauling
loads to determine the need, impact, and conservation benefit of any proposed
management measures. DMR is collaborating with the region’s lobstering associations and New England states to conduct this work.
Take Reduction Team — The Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team will
meet in October to review the gear feasibility subgroups research efforts, any data
generated from DMR’s rope research project, and discuss possible management
action. The discussions will include consideration of weak rope and gear marking,
at a minimum. Several groups are still strongly advocating for ropeless fishing.
Biological Opinion — NMFS is continuing its work on drafting new biological
opinions for all northeast fisheries. A biological opinion determines whether or
not a permitted fishery could jeopardize the existence of an endangered species. A
draft finding is expected before the Take Reduction Team meeting in October and
could serve as the rationale to require additional management action.
Lawsuits — The D.C. District court
granted the MLA intervenor status
in the Endangered Species Act lawsuit brought forward by five conservation groups ( formerly, two
separate lawsuits). Initial briefs are
expected in July. Intervenor status
gives the MLA and Maine’s lobster
industry a voice in any court decisions or mitigation measures resulting from this case. The state of
Maine is expected to file an Amicus
brief to become part of this case.

NEFSC photo.

The suit filed by Max Strahan
in Massachusetts is still a separate case, but federal agencies are no longer
named as defendants, leaving the state of Massachusetts, ASMFC, and the
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association as defendants. On June 18, Max
Strahan sent a notice of intent to sue the state of Maine and NMFS over failure
to adequately protect right whales under the Endangered Species Act.
Congress — Conservation groups are backing a Congressional bill “SAVE the
Right Whales Act” that would provide $5 million per year over ten years (20182028) in federal funds to establish a new collaborative grant program to fund
research that use innovative technology to reduce lethal or sublethal effects of
entanglements in fishing gear and vessel collisions. Supporters of this bill held
a briefing for members of Congress and staff entitled “Right Whales in Crisis” to
garner support for this bill. No one from Maine was invited to participate in this
briefing. The MLA is concerned that the conservation groups supporting this
bill have specific solutions in mind and they would like Congress to fund them.
MLA has encouraged the Maine delegation not to support this legislation.
The MLA agrees that there is a need to ways to reduce the risk that the U.S.
fishing industry poses to whales. However, Canada must be held accountable
for its role as well. The Canadian snow crab fishery is directly responsible for
12 entanglements since 2015 and five whale deaths. The MLA has said that if
Congress is considering funding to help right whale recovery, it should instead
consider funding long-term monitoring of the link between Calanus (a tiny copepod eaten by right whales) and right whale health and reproductive success.
It should fund research to develop habitat suitability models and long-term
tagging technology to find out where right whales currently spend time in the
region. Any work on fishing industry solutions must include all fishermen, not
just those seeking access to closed areas.
Canada Whale Plan — Right whales left Cape Cod Bay in mid-May and arrived in the Gulf of St. Lawrence shortly thereafter. Canada’s Department of
Continued on page 20
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MAKE IT MAINE,
MAKE IT NEW SHELL
Tune In! Maine Lobster Goes Live This July
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative Rings in Peak Season with LIVE
Trap to Table Broadcast
The MLMC is celebrating peak season by producing a four-part video series to tell the industry’s
story featuring culinary powerhouses Dana Cowin (former Food & Wine Editor in Chief, NYC);
Chef Kwame Onwuachi (Washington D.C.); Chef Karen Akunowicz (Boston) and Chef Jimmy
Papadopolous (Chicago), who were each immersed in the Maine Lobster way of life by spending
a day on the water with a lobsterman. The first video will premiere across the MLMC’s social and
web channels in mid-July, with the rest following throughout the summer.
A pinnacle of the peak season efforts will take place on Monday, July 16, when the MLMC will host
a live broadcast for the first time from New York City. The chef and lobstermen pairs will come
together again for the “Trap to Table: Maine Lobster LIVE” broadcast, featuring a lively discussion
bringing their expert opinions and insights into our industry to the culinary world. Details for the
live online broadcast are below, and all are invited to tune in.
Following the discussion, chefs and lobstermen will mingle with culinary and media guests during a
chef industry night event.

Tune in live on Monday, July 16 at 7:00 p.m. at www.LobsterfromMaine.com/LIVE.

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine

twitter.com/lobsterfromme

instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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We are currently looking to add
maine lobster wharfs and fishermen
co-ops to our supply chain.
Please call owner Tom Adams 207363-0876

Proudly working in
partnership with Maine’s
Lobstermen providing live
lobsters around the world.

Can’t wait for the next issue of Landings?
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insoles and silicone
boot bands that fit 1"
groove. Sizes 7-14.

$

10999pair

6HDUFK*5''%

FULL
LINE IN
STOCK!

$

14

50

SAVE

4

$ 49
Reg 18.99
HTV-179873
Order# 754535

19

99

HML-BASKET-PAS
Order# 118243

Search#
*5'

Tread Plate
Access Hatch

$QWL)DWLJXH0DW
3' x 3' mat, 2-Sided Interlocking Design,
1/2" thick.

$

Heavy duty marine-grade
anodized aluminum tread
plate. Frames are 12-gauge
316 stainless steel. Wrench
sold separately.

$

40999

54999

SAVE

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

In-Sight Offshore
$XWR0DQXDO,QŴDWDEOH3)'

LIMITED
QUANTITIES!

Heavy-duty nylon shell with neoprene
FRPIRUWFROODU62/$6UHŴHFWLYHWDSH
In-Sight window shows armed status.
)8//OEV%XR\DQF\
$
99 Reg 149.99 SAVE

99

50

$

Orange
Red
Order# 752862 Order# 761645

:DWHUEDVHGH[WUDWRXJKDQGORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOHFRDWLQJ
UV/Weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, easy soap and
water cleanup. Red, Orange, Yellow, Green,
Blue, Black or White. 6HDUFK+0/%3

$

1499QT $4999
GAL

SCAN THIS QR CODE!
See just how tough
our buoy paint is!

Flush, watertight, easy open, inside only.

$

Search#
%206

RVS-1409A
Order# 743829

Cast Aluminum Commercial Hatches
15" x 24"

Starting At

26999

+DPLOWRQ0DULQH/REVWHU%XR\3DLQW

Plastic with handles
and holes for draining. 1 bushel
capacity.

)RXO:HDWKHU*HDU

$

KNT-1540-AU
Order# 753274

)LVK%DVNHW
'HFN%RVV%RRWV

USCG APPROVED
Features wide legs for
quick donning. Includes
whistle and storage bag.

24999

3HUVRQDO0DUNHU/LJKW C-Light™ H2O
20 Lumen light,
manual or auto,
requires two AA
batteries (not
included).

$GXOW8QLYHUVDO&ROG:DWHU
Immersion Suit

Reg 619.99
$
70
BOM-C41524-O
Order# 104612

24" x 24"

$

92999

Reg 1029.99 SAVE
BOM-C42424 $100
Order# 104619

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT MAINE

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.

Page 12 | LANDINGS | July 2018

MLA membership matters for...
Whales

Bait

And our future!
Our way of life is under constant threat. As the issues get more complex, so do the
  Ǥ ƤǤ

Whale Rules: The MLA is leading Maine’s

Herring:

ơ ƤǤ
Ȉ ǲǳƤǤ
Ȉ MLA has intervened in the environmentalist’s court
case against NMFS.
Ȉ MLA has conducted industry meetings to develop
ƤǤ

 ǯƤǨ
lobstermen have adapted to a rapidly changing bait
 ͝Ǥ
ơagers consider massive quota cuts and other changes to
herring managment.

Coral Closures:

MLA sets the record straight
Since 1997 lobstermen have been protecting whales
 ǡǡ
  Ǥ ǯ cidence that the right whale numbers increased from
͚͜͡͝͝͠Ǥ
 ͚͘͘͘ǡ Ƥ
͟ȋ͝ǡ͚ȌǤ
 ǡ ͚͙͘͝ǡ Ƥ
͙͚͝
deaths. The right whale population began to decline
͚͙͘͝Ǥ

MLA Merchandise

MLA successfully fought a
proposal from environmental groups to close imortant
lobstering grounds in Downeast Maine to protect coral.

Join or
renew today.

Buy online at www.mainelobstermen.org, write us a note or call 967-45555

2019 MLA Hoodie

2019 MLA T-shirt

large logo on back of a
9 oz sweatshirt, with
a small logo on front
chest

large logo on back of
100% cotton tee and
a small logo on front
chest

light grey
M/L/XL/2XL

navy
M/L/XL/2XL

$30.00

$15.00

Fish Smarter
Long sleeved
T-shirt
large logo on back
(shown left), small
logo on front chest

black
L/XL/2XL
$20.00

2017 Logo Cap
Dark grey cap with
white edge and
velcro adjustment
$10.00

Classic MLA
T-shirt
REVISED

100% cotton
Navy
M/L/XL/2XL
$15.00

2018 MLA Hoodie
large logo on the back of
7.8 oz sweatshirt with a
small logo on the front
chest

slate blue
M/L/XL/2XL
$30.00
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MLA Vessel Insurance program

MLA Membership Benefits

MLA has worked with Smithwick & Mariners to design a unique
ơ  Ƥ Ǥ  Ǩ  ǣ

Ȉ Ǧwith a round-up of
lobster news & a snapshot of
lobster, bait, and fuel prices

Ȉ Lobster boat racing coverage
Ȉ Coverage of older and wooden vessels
Ȉ Ǧ
ǢǦ 
Ȉ   Ƭ
Ȉ Coverage for Loss of Earnings
Ȉ Credits and discounts for MLA members with CG Drill ConducƤ ͝

Ȉ  
Ȉ  &  
Ȉ

   

Ȉ   including trainings
ƤǤ
Ȉ  to elect the
 Ǥ

Ǩ
Ƥ 
 Ǩ͘͘͠Ǧ͛͘͟Ǧ͙͛͠͠

Ȉ   on lobster issues that
ơ Ǥ

            Ǥ
ǯ   ơ ƤǤ
ƤǤ ǯ Ǥ
Ǥ

Legal Defense Fund

MLA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mail with payments to: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043

Please Print:

Choose one:
Harvester Membership Levels:
Highliner
$350
Harvester
$250
Harvester Family*
$325
Junior Harvester (under 18) $125
Senior Harvester (over 65) $125
First-time Member
$200
Individual Membership Levels:
(no commercial license)

Sternman
Lobster Friend
Lobster Lover
Retired Harvester

$50
$100
$250
$50

Additional Contributions:
Donation
$__________
Legal Defense Fund $__________
Please send separate check payable to MLA
Legal Defense Fund

Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:______________________________________________________________________
Phone:________________________ Cell:_________________________ D.O.B:_________________
Email:________________________________________________________________________________
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)

Boat Name:__________________________________________________________________________
Lobster License #:______________________ Zone & District:_________________________
*Family Members:__________________________________________________________________
Yes, I want to add my sternman for $50.
Name:_____________________________________________________ DOB:____________________
E-mail:________________________________________________ Phone:______________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:______________________________________________________________________
Lobster license # (if applicable):__________________________________________________

Join online today at www.mainelobstermen.org/membership
Questions? Comments? 207-967-4555, andi@mainelobstermen.org
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Many thanks
to these fine businesses,
the MLA’s Keeper members!
Acadia Seaplants Ltd.

Interstate Lobster Co.

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc.

Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts

Beals Lobster Pier

Island Fishermen’s Wives

Bell Power Systems Inc.

Island Seafood LLC

Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

Bowdoin College Dining
Services

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Jonesport Shipyard

Polyform US

Buoysticks.com

Journey’s End Marina

Chapman & Chapman

Kazprzak Insurance

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Co-op

Coastal Documentation

Kips Seafood Co.

Conary Cove Lobster Co.

Klenda Seafood

Richard Stanley
Custom Boats

Cousins Maine Lobster

LobstahBox

Riverdale Mills

Northeast Marine
Survey Inc.
Novatec Braids LTD

Port Lobster Co.

&UD]\/REVWHU 6KHOO¿VK Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

Seaview Lobster Co.

Cushing Diesel, LLC

Slocum Chiropractic

Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.

Maine Center for Coastal
Fisheries
Maine Financial Group

South Bristol Fishermen’s
Cooperative

Farrin’s Boatshop

Maine Lobstermen’s Com- Superior Bait and Salt
Finestkind Scenic Cruises munity Alliance
Superior Marine Products
Maine
Port
Authority
Inc.
First National Bank
Maine
Sea
Grant
Tenants Harbor Fishermen’s
Friendship Lobster Treats
Cooperative
Marine
Hydraulic
EngiFriends of Frenchman Bay
neering Co. Inc.
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
F W Thurston Co. Inc.
Midcoast Marine Supply Coop
Georgetown Fishermen’s
Mount Desert Oceanarium :LOOLDP&RI¿Q 6RQV
Co-op
Williams CPA Group LLC
New England Marine &
Gulf of Maine Lobster
Industrial
Inc.
Winterport Boot Shop
Foundation
Nicholas
H.
Walsh,
PA
Worcesters Lobster Bait
Guy Cotten, Inc.
Inland Seafood

Global demand for Maine
lobsters continues to rise.
But shipping lobsters
abroad is no easy task.

Our Experts Are Your Solution To Make
Your International Logistics Simple
WE ARE:
t Experts in shipping perishables
t A TSA Certified Cargo Screening Facility (CCSF)
t Consultants in the latest trade regulations, laws
and requirements

t On-site, full-time NOAA Seafood Inspector
t Customer satisfaction driven
t Here to assist you in growing and protecting
your business

That’s why so many lobster companies rely on
Perishables by OCEANAIR
Please contact us for rates, service & solutions
Perishables by OCEANAIR
186A Lee Burbank Highway
Revere, MA 02151

Tel: (781) 286-2700
www.oceanair.net
perishables@oceanair.net
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AQUAMESH®

RDR LOBSTER
AND SHELLFISH
Trenton & Jonesboro, Maine

weigh and pay
open year-round
Achieving Excellence Through Innovation
Since 1980 Riverdale Mills has thrived on developing products
that deliver excellence and value to our loyal customers. Our first
product, AQUAMESH® was the first wire in the world specifically
engineered for use in extreme marine environments. Throughout
the years we developed the AQUAMESH® product line to include
a variety of unique colors and sizes including our heavy gauge
brickless bottom trap base that revolutionized the lobstering
industry. In addition, we created a line of tools and accessories to
assist in the cutting, bending and fastening of our AQUAMESH®
products. Our wire mesh hand benders, pneumatic air cutter
with pliers and hog rings are all handcrafted in-house to ensure
exceptional performance.
Exceeding customer expectations and manufacturing innovative
marine products that deliver exceptional results is the Riverdale
way and the AQUAMESH® difference.
1.800.762.6374 | 1.508.234.8400
info@riverdale.com | www.riverdale.com

all bonuses paid
up front!

207-667-2250 or
rdrlobster@yahoo.com

Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

BAIT
HERRING

REDFISH

POGIES

ROCKFISH

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Why buy
secondhand?
Buy fresh,
buy direct!

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

FRESH

207.594 . 0405

FROZEN

207. 542 .1856

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
www.oharabait.com
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.
AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Lighthouse Lobster & Bait
PO Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-3137
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
New England Fish Co.
446 Commercial St.
Portland, ME, 04101
207-253-5626 nefco@mac.com
www.raberfisheries.com
Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT
REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members
ELECTRONICS
Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St.
Rockland, ME 04841 207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic products

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Alliance Rubber Company
201 Carpenter Dam Rd
Hot Springs, AR 71913
jsammons@alliance-rubber.com
www.rubberband.com
10% off custom printed lobster bands
Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial
fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service
Pack Edge
Jim Freeman
340 Presumpscot St.
Portland, ME 04103
207-799-6600
jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
www.packedgeinc.com
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.
INDUSTRY
ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

INSURANCE
Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.
Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Calendar Islands Maine Lobster LLC
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9140
john@calendarislandsmainelobster.com
Canobie Seafoods, Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
Garbo Lobster
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts.
New propeller discounts vary.
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers, shafting, & related items, sales, repairs.
REFRIGERATION SERVICES

GetMaineLobster.com
Mark Murrell
315 Fore St.
Portland, ME 04101
866-562-4817
info@getmainelobster.com
www.getmainelobster.com
55% discount on any retail item, not
valid on specials or already discounted
items. Contact MLA for discount code.
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street, Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Chase Leavitt
144 Fore St., Portland 04010
207-772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd., Ellsworth 04605
207-667-9390
www.chaseleavitt.com
5% off liftraft repack, $50 off new
liferaft purchase at both locations.
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
PO Box 411
Belfast, ME 04915
207-338-1603
www.mcmillanoffshore.com
25% off USCG Drill Conductor training
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
120 Breakwater Annex
South Portland, ME 04106
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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Fishing, Marine & Industrial

DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Show your MLA card and save!
Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes
(total of 12) for all vehicles, cars and
trucks, when you purchase a new or used
vehicle. 207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846

Boat Builders/Repairs
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
Bass Harbor, ME -- $1,000 off final price of
hull with MLA membership. 207-244-3795
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Chiropractic

Alliance Rubber
Hot Springs, AR -- 10% off custom printed
lobster bands. www.rubberband.com
Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ
North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service. 603-418-0470
Winterport Boot Shop
Brewer, ME -- 10% discount on all Muck,
%DIÀQ6HUYXVDQG78))VDIHW\WRHDQG
non-safety toe boots. Show MLA card or
order online with discount code available
IURP0/$RIÀFH

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders. 800-560-6090

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables. 207-767-2136

Legal Services

Slocum Chiropractic: a Maine Vitality Center
Nicholas H Walsh PA, Maritime Law
Brunswick, ME-- $25 inital visit and nervous
Portland, ME -- 20% off legal services
system scan. Value $125. 207-725-4222
207-772-2191

Electronic Equipment

Museums & Entertainment

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fisherman
Portland, ME -- Special annual subscription
rate for members. Contact the MLA for more
info 207-967-4555

Propellers
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
603-617-3626
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Chase Leavitt Co.
Portland, Ellsworth -- 5% off service fee
for liferaft repack OR $50 off new liferaft
purchase w/ MLA card or current Maine
CF card www.chaseleavitt.com
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be
combined with other promotions. 207363-0220

Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all
marine electronic products excluding MRP
products. 207-691-3993

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies

Financial & Investment
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous tax returns.
207-622-3772

Fuel
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to commercial
ÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Lobster & Seafood
&UD]\/REVWHUDQG6KHOOÀVK
Port Chester, NY -- 20% off the entire site
ZZZFUD]\OREVWHUVKHOOÀVKFRP
Get Maine Lobster.com
Portland, ME -- 55% off any retail priced item.
Not valid on specials or already discounted items.
Contact MLA for discount code 207-967-4555
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 207-963-5857

Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps. Must
show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Vessel Insurance
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance
plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last
5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers
and more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883
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YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE: Medicare 101
By Bridget Thornton
Medicare is health insurance provided by the federal government for people 65
or older, certain people under 65 with disabilities, and people of any age with
end-stage renal disease (ESRD). You may hear Medicare referred to as Original
Medicare, Medicare Advantage, or Part C. Medicare is a complex system so I
will break it down piece by piece.
Part A is what people enroll in on their 65th birthday if they have been paying into the Medicare system, which most people who are working have. Part
A is available to you premium-free and covers things like inpatient care in a
hospital, rehabilitation in a skilled nursing facility, and hospice care. Some people receive Part A and an employer’s insurance as well if they are still working
when they turn 65. Your employer’s insurance is considered creditable coverage which will protect you from a penalty (which will be discussed later), thus
you do not need to enroll in Part B. However, if you have a Marketplace plan
through the Affordable Care Act and Part A, you can keep your Marketplace
plan but you will no longer be eligible for tax credit subsidies. It is likely in your
best interest to drop your Marketplace coverage at that time.
Part B is medical insurance which covers things such as services from doctors,
outpatient care, home health services, and durable medical equipment. Part B
is not premium-free; in 2018 most people paid $134 dollars a month for Part
B. Your Part B premium may be higher if your yearly income is above $85,000.
Also, as you approach age 65, Medicare will tell you that signing up for Part B is
optional, which is true to an extent. However, if you don’t enroll in Part B coverage when you are first eligible, you will pay a penalty if you decide to enroll
at a later time. In addition, your premium will go up by 10% for each 12-month
period that you were eligible for Part B coverage but didn’t have it. And that
penalty will remain for as long as you enroll in Part B.
For example: your Initial Enrollment Period ended September 30, 2009. You waited to sign up for Part B until the General Enrollment Period in March 2012. Your
Part B premium penalty is 20%. (While you waited a total of 30 months to sign up,
this included only two full 12-month periods.) You’ll have to pay this penalty for as
long as you have Part B.
Part D is your prescription coverage. Just as with Part B, Medicare states that
this coverage is optional, but if you don’t enroll in coverage when you are first
eligible, you will have to pay a late enrollment penalty. Medicare calculates the

penalty by multiplying 1% of the average monthly
premium for a Part D plan ($35.02 in 2018) times
the number of full, uncovered months you didn’t
have Part D or creditable coverage. The monthly
premium is rounded to the nearest $.10 and added to your monthly Part D premium.
For example: Mrs. Martinez is currently eligible for
Medicare, and her Initial Enrollment Period ended
on May 31, 2014. She doesn’t have prescription drug
coverage from any other source. She didn’t join by
May 31, 2014, and instead joined during the Open
Enrollment Period that ended December 7, 2016.
Her drug coverage was effective January 1, 2017.
Since Mrs. Martinez was without creditable prescription drug coverage from June 2014–December
2016, her penalty in 2017 was 31% (1% for each of
the 31 months) of $35.63 (the average premium for
a Part D plan in 2017) or $11.05. Since the monthly
penalty is always rounded to the nearest $0.10, she
paid $11.10 each month in addition to her plan’s
monthly premium.

Bridget Thornton
is the MLA’s health
insurance Navigator.
MLA photo.

Medicare Advantage is sometimes referred to as
Part C. Medicare Advantage plans are another way to get your Medicare coverage. These plans are offered by Medicare-approved private companies that
must follow the same rules set by Medicare. You will still have Medicare but you
will get your Parts A, B, and D from the Medicare Advantage plan, not Original
Medicare, and you will receive a different insurance card, issued through the
insurance company, not the federal government. You can enroll in a Medicare
Advantage plan only after you have signed up for, or were enrolled in, Original
Medicare. If you decide you want to change into a Medicare Advantage plan,
you can do so during the annual open enrollment period.
Now that you have an idea of how Medicare works and what it covers, let’s talk
about when and how to enroll in coverage. As was mentioned previously, most
people qualify for Medicare when they turn 65. Your Initial Enrollment Period
is a 7-month period that starts three months before your 65th birthday and
continues for the three months following your birthday month. If you enroll in
coverage in the three months before your birthday, your coverage will start on
the first day of your birthday month. If you wait until any of the three months
after your birthday, your coverage will start on the first day of the following
month.
If you don’t sign up for Part A and/or Part B during your Initial Enrollment
Period, you will have to wait for the General Enrollment Period, which is
January 1 to March 31 each year. Your coverage won’t start until July 1 of that
year.
If you enrolled in Original Medicare during your Initial Enrollment Period and
you would like to change to a Medicare Advantage plan or change your prescription drug plan, you can do so during the Open Enrollment Period, which
is October 15 to December 7.
Medicare is complicated and can be very confusing. There are trained counselors, called SHIP Counselors, available to help you. SHIP Counselors are
typically located at the Area Agencies on Aging. The Eastern Area Agency on
Aging in Bangor, 207-941-2865, the Southern Maine Area Agency on Aging in
Scarborough, 1-800-427-7411, and Spectrum Generations in Augusta, 1-800639-1553, can help people in the coastal communities.
If you have questions about Medicare or where to find a SHIP counselor call the
MLA at 207-967-4555 or email bridget@mainelobstermen.org.
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1946 LOBSTER SMACK STILL PLIES THE WATERS WITH ELEGANCE
fashioned lines,” Molloy said. Bajupa was built to move large amounts of weight
but she does it with style and with safety. The vessel can carry 50 barrels of herring, two pallets of frozen bait, 250 empty lobster crates, and 700 gallons of fuel.
“I tell people, ‘She goes often but she doesn’t go fast,’” Molloy said.

By Melissa Waterman
It’s rare to find a boat that nearly every fisherman
would term “pretty” but in the case of Bajupa,
that phrase rings true. Built in 1946 by Robert
Rich, proprietor of Bass Harbor Boat Company,
as a lobster smack for the Rackliff and Witham
Lobster Company of Rockland, the 50-foot Bajupa
has made the trip between the city and Matinicus
Island for many years under the command of half
a dozen men. This summer she’s taking a slightly different route, between Rockland and North
Haven.

Bajupa circa 1946.
Penobscot Marine
Museum photo

Many men have been involved with Bajupa over the course of her 72-year life.
Molloy ticked off various past owners. “Jim Pease would run through the Fox
Islands. Sometimes he’d take his daughters with him. They would go swimming
from the boat and all the fishermen would come out to watch,” he laughed.
Arthur Hupper, a St. George fisherman who lobstered from Criehaven, operated Bajupa as part of his lobster buying business, Art’s Lobster. Eddie Ausplund
later bought Hupper’s business and the vessel as well.

Lobster smacks once plied the coast, carrying
fuel and bait to fishing islands and the fishermen’s catches back to the mainland. According to the University of Maine, the
first smacks were sailing vessels that had wells within them filled with seawater, which kept seafood alive during transport. In the 1830s, Elisha Oakes of
Harpswell was the first Mainer to use smacks for taking live lobsters to Boston
and New York. These vessels had holes bored in the hull to allow fresh seawater
to pass through and hatch covers on deck, to ensure that no fresh rainwater entered the well. Eventually smacks gained engines and refrigeration and the wet
wells faded into history.
Back in 1946, Jim Pease, general manager at Rackliff and Witham Lobster Co.,
wanted a sturdy, seaworthy boat for his lobster trade. He talked design over
with Rich and settled on a traditional dragger hull but one widened slightly
to accommodate its cargo. “She was southern white pine on oak,” said Martin
Molloy, the current owner of the boat. “The design is a one-off. There’s not another boat like her.” Molloy purchased Bajupa, which took its name from the
first two letters of Pease’s three daughters, Barbara, Judy and Patricia, in 2000
from Mark Ames of Matinicus. Each year Molloy would have the boat hauled
at O’Hara’s yard in Rockland, let her dry out thoroughly, and inspect her. In
2005 he went below with a surveyor and found that 16 starboard side ribs were
largely gone. “We vacuumed them out of there,” he said, shaking his head.
Molloy switched to a 34-foot fiberglass boat for his trips to and from Matinicus
that year while Bajupa was laid up at O’Hara’s. She received new ribs and was
fiberglassed over, 16 layers in all. The old Alison transmission was removed and
a new 300 hp John Deere engine installed. “And she held her shape, those old-

Bajupa has
worked
steadily and
hard since she
first hit the
water in 1946.
M. Waterman
photo.

To a Matinicus resident, Bajupa was more than just a way to move bait and lobsters between the island and the mainland. “From my perspective Bajupa provides all of the services required to buy lobsters anywhere. It transports catch,
bait, crates, bands and any other essential supplies,” Tad Miller, a Matinicus
lobsterman, explained. “And there are always people who work or live on the
island catching rides in or out on it too. In my mind Bajupa is one reason that
Matinicus has been able to maintain a year-round community, as it would be
much more difficult to maintain a full-time presence on the island if it weren’t
for the regular appearance of the smack boat.”
Continued on page 20
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VIRTUAL REALITY EXHIBIT OF MAINE COAST AND COMMUNITIES
DEBUTS IN STONINGTON
By Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries staff
The Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries, a 15-year old nonprofit in Stonington
that works to secure a sustainable future for fishing and fishing communities,
has launched a new virtual reality exhibit as part of Discovery Wharf, their marine education center. Discovery Wharf is located at 13 Atlantic Avenue, on the
working waterfront in Stonington.
Visitors and residents can now experience virtual reality through a headset,
which instantly transports them to another place and time. They’re able to
explore real coastal communities full of the people and businesses that make
Maine special. The virtual stories include an exploration of Islesford Boatworks,
fishing aboard a lobster boat out of Friendship Harbor, kayaking through Maine
waters, flying in a LifeFlight helicopter, and more.
The exhibit was made possible by the Island Institute, who created the virtual
reality experience in 2016 in partnership with The Yarn Corporation and Big
Room Studios. “It took years of work and a great number of partners to get
this exhibit to Stonington,” according to Patrick Shepard of Maine Center for
Coastal Fisheries. “We’re excited to help bring our coastal communities to life.”

Discovery Wharf is a
free attraction for the
Stonington community
and its visitors. Exhibits
include a touch tank,
where visitors can hold
live marine creatures, as
well as interactive experiences designed to teach
the public about Maine’s
fisheries. The recentlyadded virtual reality exhibit is expected to attract even more visitors
this summer.

CMCF director Paul Anderson welcomes
visitors at the exhibit’s opening in May.
CMCF photo.

Bajupa continued from page 19

To successfully operate a lobster smack,
no matter how nice her lines, one must
be “patient and thick-skinned,” Molloy explained. “You are the go-between between
the lobstermen and the dealers. You are
the one they see if the price goes down.
You listen to a lot of stuff but you can’t let
it worry you.”
The smack also needs to move a high
volume of lobster to offset maintenance,
insurance, fuel and other costs. When
Molloy first started the run to Matinicus,
Bajupa would head to the island from April
to December. Now, as a consequence of
the uptick in offshore lobstering through-

out the year, Bajupa runs all year, with the bulk of its trips occurring from July
through the winter into March. “It’s just way more active now in federal waters.
They don’t even pound them anymore because why bother if you can get them
fresh?” Molloy said.
Making the 25-cent margin he needs to be successful has gotten harder over
the years, according to Molloy. “Used to be we made money during seven or
eight months of the year. Now you make money during four months and the
other eight you don’t. There’s no volume in the winter and the lobsters offshore
are shedding all the time. It’s different than it was,” he said.

M. Waterman photo.

This summer and fall, Bajupa will be in slightly more kindly waters than her former route to Matinicus Island. Molloy is using a new boat, the 47-foot Liberty
Risk 2, for the Matinicus run and settling Bajupa into a North Haven-Rockland
route. “She’s getting older. This is sort of breathing new life into her. She always
works. I would never sell her,” he said.

MLA continued from page 9

Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) implemented a seasonal static closure beginning
April 28 encompassing 1,960 square miles in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. In addition, DFO has been instituting 15-day dynamic closures in the Gulf due to
right whale sightings. There has also been one Dynamic closure that affected
Grand Manan lobstermen. As of mid-June, Canada’s dynamic closures have
closed 1,700 square miles to fishing. The combined total Canadian seasonal
fishing closures equal approximately 3,600 square miles. By contrast, the U.S.
whale plan includes a 3,000-square-mile seasonal closure of Cape Cod Bay and
includes additional fishing closures in Cape Cod Bay, Great South Channel, and
in the southeast region during winter months for a combined total U.S. seasonal fishing closures of 36,000 square miles.
Coast Guard Gear Inspections — Northeast Coast Guard and NOAA Office of
Law Enforcement units have increased offshore enforcement of Atlantic Large
Whale Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP) provisions through June 30. Between
April 1 and May 30, they conducted 30 ALWTRP-related at-sea gear inspections.
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PEOPLE OF THE COAST: Mary Coombs, Bailey Island
By Shelley Wigglesworth
Mary Coombs, 46, is a Bailey Island native and the longtime manager of Cook’s
Lobster and Ale House. Casual, friendly and down-to-earth is how family members and fishermen alike describe her, a bubbly and animated person whose
facial expressions convey what she’s thinking. Coombs is a passionate and
dedicated volunteer, especially when it comes to supporting fishermen and
fishermen’s organizations in her community and beyond. Her brother Herman
is a lobsterman and member of the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association board. When she was growing up, her world
was filled with fishermen.

something like ‘If anyone could make it work it would be you.’ So I set out to do
just that,” she said.

Coombs is well-known by seemingly everyone in Harpswell,
and on Orrs and Bailey Islands. A few years ago T-shirts that
read “I know Mary” on the front and “Do you know Mary?”
on the back were made in her honor and sold for a local fuel
assistance fundraiser. All the shirts quickly sold out.

Coombs hit the ground running shortly after that conversation and has not
stopped since. Today she is actively involved in raising money for the Maine
Coast Fishermen’s Association, the Harpswell Fuel Assistance program, and the
Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance (MLCA) Lobstermen’s Relief Fund,
and all three are going strong. “I wasn’t ever really asked to be involved in things,
I guess I sort of just volunteered,” she said. “My sister-in-law
works for the Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association so I try
to attend their events and share information about them. I
am helping on the committee to bring back the Harpswell
Lobster Boat Races too, and I also help with planning for the
MLCA event. Outside of the fishing stuff, I volunteer every
Wednesday during the school year to teach swimming to students at the Harpswell Community School.”

Monique Coombs, Mary’s sister-in-law, said the popularity of the shirts was probably due to the fact that “Mary is
very genuine, sweet and thoughtful, and loves people and
doing things for people. She is also hilarious and tough at
the same time. Don’t think she won’t give lobstermen crap
when she has to!”

“Mary’s efforts helping organizations like the MLCA and the
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association are so appreciated,”
Monique Coombs said. “Even if she’s not directly involved
she’s always sharing information and telling everyone what’s
going on. If there’s a place for her to help, Mary is there. I
hope there is a ‘Mary’ in every fishing community in Maine.”

Coombs said that for her, being active in her fishing comCoombs’ links to fishermen and fishing families explain why
munity is “just the right thing to do.” She credits her grandshe is so involved with fundraising. “I have lobstermen and
Energy
and
enthusiasm
are
the
mother for instilling this concept in her at a young age. “My
groundfishermen in my family, so I always got to see firsthand
hallmarks
of
Mary
Coombs.
grandmother and her sisters always told me ‘If you can help
when things went well and also when they did not go well. I
Photo
courtesy
of
M.
Coombs.
someone you should. Your time is just as generous as your
saw how devastating it can be when fishing families face tragmoney.’ I can remember when my older sister and I would
edy, whether it’s due to illness, or when fishermen are unable
spend the night with my grandparents as kids,” she recalled. “We would wake
to work because of regulations or because they are injured or if there is a death or
up and we would have to go to the lady’s house across the street who was in
a fire. When this happened, it didn’t just hit home, it was home,” she said.
a wheelchair to help her make her breakfast, brush her hair and help get her
Several years ago, during a fundraiser held for the family of a lobsterman who
ready for the day. I learned back then that helping others is rewarding, and the
had passed away, Mary Coombs realized it was time for her to get more inright thing to do.”
volved. Knowing all too well that fishermen do not have the employee benCoombs was quick to note that she is not alone in her efforts and could not do
efits, insurance, vacation time, retirement, or other types of assistance offered
what she does without the community backing her. “I am just one of many who
at other jobs, she directed her efforts toward filling the void. “It really got me
are involved and care about fishermen and the fishing communities. Most of the
thinking that there should always be funds available when devastating things
people
I ask for help or donations are so giving. They want the events to be a big
happen to fishing families, so there is less to worry about during hard times.
success
as much as I do. It helps to know we are all in this together,” she said.
My brother is a lobsterman, so I asked him his opinion, and his response was

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!
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In the
NEWS
STEEL TARIFFS ALREADY RAISING PRICE OF LOBSTER
TRAPS

closures, affecting snow crab and lobster fishermen, have occurred in the Gulf
of St. Lawrence where right whales began to congregate beginning in 2010.

The Trump administration’s trade tariffs with China and Europe have caused
the price of lobster traps to rise this season, according to a report by National
Public Radio. Riverdale Mills in Massachusetts, the largest supplier of coated
wire traps for the lobster fishery, tries to purchase raw steel in the United States.
But, said company president James Knott, tariffs against Chinese and Canadian
steel have caused the price for wire rod to double from the first quarter of the
year. Lobster traps have become more expensive, whether they’re made with
American steel or foreign products. Lobstermen, who can’t increase the price
for their lobsters to make up for that cost increase, are caught in the middle.

PUC REOPENS MAINE AQUA VENTUS CONTRACT

CHINESE TARIFF ON LOBSTER COULD BE A DOUBLE
WHAMMY
A proposed 25% Chinese tariff on U.S. lobster exports, set to begin July 6, will
drive U.S. lobster prices down, multiplying financial damages to an industry
already suffering market losses in Europe caused by a free trade agreement between Canada and the European Union signed in 2017. To make matters worse
for Maine’s lobster dealers is the fact that China had agreed to eliminate existing 20% lobster tariffs at the end of the July. If the new tariff goes into place, and
the old tariff remains on U.S. lobster but is rolled back for Canada, Maine lobster dealers will be at a 45% price disadvantage with Canada on their lobsters.
CANADA CONTINUES TO CLOSE FISHING AREAS DUE TO
RIGHT WHALES
The Department of Fisheries and Oceans closed an area at the mouth of the
Bay of Fundy in late June to the lobster, crab, groundfish, herring and mackerel
fisheries as a result of a North Atlantic right whale sighting. The closure was
the first in the Gulf of Maine affecting LFA 38 lobstermen from Grand Manan
which was closed one week earlier than its usual June 29 season closure. Earlier

The state’s Public Utility Commission (PUC) voted in June to reopen a previously negotiated power contract between Central Maine Power and the Maine
Aqua Ventus wind power developers, citing a drop in electricity prices since its
2014 preliminary approval of the agreement’s terms. The Maine Aqua Ventus
project would construct two 3-megawatt floating wind turbines in an area
off Monhegan Island using patented technology developed by the University
of Maine. According to a University spokesperson, the federal Department of
Energy will not rescind a crucial $40 million grant earmarked for the project
as a result of the PUC’s action. Massachusetts recently awarded Vineyard Wind
the right to develop an 800-megawatt offshore wind project; Rhode Island
awarded a 400-megawatt offshore wind project to Deepwater Wind. Maine
Aqua Ventus stakeholders include Cianbro Corp., the University of Maine, the
Advanced Structures and Composites Center, and Naval Energies.
TRUMP EXECUTIVE ORDER FOCUSES ON OCEANS’
ECONOMIC VALUE
President Donald Trump issued an executive order in June that focuses on the
U.S. marine environment as a resource for economic development business
opportunities, reversing the Obama administration’s emphasis on protecting marine environments by repealing his National Oceans Policy. This will
eliminate the Northeast Regional Oceans Council and Regional Planning Body.
Obama’s ocean plan, written in 2010 after the deadly BP Deepwater Horizon
spill dumped 210 million gallons of oil into the Gulf of Mexico, listed 10 policy
priorities aimed at preserving or understanding marine environments. Trump
stated in his executive order that he was “rolling back excessive bureaucracy”
and focusing on “growing the ocean economy.” The order addresses the oceans
as a resource for promoting national security, including via “domestic energy
production from federal waters.”

Attention Maine Lobstermen
The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) has begun an IndustryBased Trawl Survey for Gulf of Maine cod (Cod IBS) aboard the F/V Miss Emily. The
survey area includes federal waters off of the coast of Maine, specifically in lobster
zones: E, F, and G. The survey started on April 1st, 2018 and ends on July 31st, 2018.
Tow locations will be announced monthly on MA DMF website, social media, and the
MA DMF listserv. To receive real time text message updates of the survey go to the MA
DMF Website and sign up or call Bill Hoffman at 978-282-0308 ext 106. Additionally,
the survey vessel will monitor VHF channel 16 during survey operations. In order to
avoid gear conflicts, MA DMF respectively requests that fixed gear be temporarily removed from the tow locations during survey times.
July 2018 tow locations adjacent to the Maine coast detailed in maps below

For future month tow locations visit www.mass.gov/marinefisheries and visit the Cod IBS project page.
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You can find more information, links, and photos at
www.mainelobstermen.org. And let us know if you have
upcoming events!
July 8
Stonington Lobster Boat Races

July 29
Harpswell Lobster Boat Races

July 11
MLA board of directors meeting, 5 p.m.,
Nautilus restaurant, Belfast. FMI: 967-4555.

August 1-5
Maine Lobster Festival, Rockland.

July 15
Stonington Fishermen’s Day, Stonington Fish
Pier
July 20-22
Yarmouth Clam Festival, Yarmouth.
July 22
Friendship Lobster Boat Races
July 27
Lunch and Learn, “Plastic: not so fantastic?”
12:30 p.m., Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries,
Stonington. FMI: 367-2708
July 28
Hook, Line, and Dinner, fundraiser for the
Maine Coastal Fishermen’s Association, 6 p.m.,
Cook’s Lobster and Ale House, Bailey Island.
FMI: 956-0752.

August 7-9
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
meeting, Arlington, VA.
August 11
Winter Harbor Lobster Boat Races
August 12
Merritt Brackett Lobster Boat Races, Pemaquid
Harbor
August 14-16
Northern Shrimp Stock Assessment Review
Workshop, Portland.
August 18
Long Island Lobster Boat Races
August 19
MS Harborfest Lobster Boat Races, Portland

Vertical lines continued from page 1

moved from entangled whales are kept. “They put the machine in storage some
years ago and no one knew how to operate it,” Summers said. “We brought a
trailer down and took it to the Boothbay Harbor lab. We just turned it on last
week and it started right up.”
The rope testing machine is a 3,000-pound monolith with a relatively simple
mechanism. Rope to be tested is secured to two pins — one above, one below.
A motor then engages to pull the pins apart at a designated speed. The rope
stretches and ultimately breaks. The pounds of pressure required to break the
rope is recorded on a computer console within the machine.
As part of the project, Summers will collect rope that has been fished by lobstermen throughout the region to compare to the breaking strength of new rope.
Donated rope can be from inshore or offshore, knotted or spliced together. The
point is to test the actual rope used by lobstermen in different areas and in different conditions. For instance, splices decrease rope strength by 25%; knots
reduce the strength of the rope even more. Understanding the real breaking
strength of existing rope will provide an important baseline of data for use by
resource managers.
The project also will place small, stainless steel
load cells on lobster boats throughout the summer.
These machines are small, wired devices shaped
like a blunt letter “S.” “It eyebolts to the top and bottom of the davit block,” Summers said. “Then as the
line is hauled in it pulls apart inside, recording the
pounds of pressure exerted on the line.” The load
cell records pressure every 1.5 seconds, giving researchers a continuous, fine-scale data series.
The load cells have been tested with Maine lobstermen since last September. Currently two lobstermen
Documenting the
are using them on their boats. “So far it’s been trial
pressure applied
and error because lobster boats and hauling syswhen hauling will
tems all differ a bit. We have people to help lobsterbe an important
men troubleshoot installation and how to operate
part of the study.
the load cell. We are asking lobstermen to use it for
DMR photo.
one week, to fish through their gear,” Summers said.
Summers estimates that she will have between 15 and 20 load cells to place on
boats this summer.
DMR also is building an online survey form to gather information on lobstermen’s surface systems and the type of rope and rigging used in their vertical
lines. The survey will include questions about the zone and distance from shore
the traps are set, depth fished, vessel size and size of hauler, type and diameter

of ropes used, use of knots and
splices, and number of traps on
a trawl, among other things. “It
will be set up so that you can fill
it out online or you can ask for a
paper copy, or call in your information,” Summers said. There
will be a phone number that lobstermen can call with questions
or to ask for help. The data will
be sent to FB Environmental
Associates, an environmental
services firm in Portland which
is a co-investigator in the project. FB Environmental will be
responsible for data collection
and database management as
well as outreach for the project’s
duration.
Yong Chen at the University of
Maine will incorporate the data
into a computer model that
shows the relationship between
Lobstermen’s used rope will be
the breaking strength of vertistressed to the breaking point in this
cal lines and the conditions and
machine located at DMR’s Boothbay
environmental factors at play,
Harbor lab. DMR photo.
such as location and season.
The model will provide information on the benefits that proposed management actions might offer.
Gathering the project’s multiple sources of data on vertical lines together
this summer is of great importance because in October the Large Whale Take
Reduction Team will meet to discuss additional regulations to protect North
Atlantic right whales. At that meeting, members of the team will discuss techniques to reduce the potential for right whales to become entangled in lobster
gear. The two techniques the team is investigating right now are the use of sections of rope spliced into vertical lines that will break at 1,700 pounds of pressure and the use of ropeless trap technology in the lobster fishery.
“We will do a preliminary data pull in September and October, prior to the
meeting. We will be collecting data after that throughout the project and will
continually update the information,” Summers said.
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Fostering thriving
coastal communities
and preserving Maine’s
lobstering heritage.
www.mlcalliance.org
207-967-6221

MAINE LOBSTERMEN
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

RESEARCH

NEWS & VIEWS FROM MAINE’S
LOBSTERING COMMUNITY

The Maine Lobstermen Leadership
Institute develops leadership skills
among young lobstermen so that they
can take part in shaping Maine’s future
lobster fishery. Participants learn
fisheries management, science,
marketing & business management
through seminars and site visits,
culminating in an exchange trip with a
lobster fishery in another country.

The MLCA partners with regional
research organizations including ME
Department of Marine Resources, Gulf
of Maine Research Institute & New
England Aquarium to tackle science
and conservation questions that impact
Maine’s lobster industry. MLCA partners
lobstermen with researchers on projects
such as testing whale safe fishing gear
prototypes and measuring inshore
herring spawning stocks.

MLCA publishes and distributes 6,500
copies of Landings monthly to Maine’s
commercial lobstermen and lobster
industry stakeholders. Through
Landings thoughtful coverage, MLCA
educates the public and lobster
industry about the economic, science,
cultural and community aspects of
Maine’s lobster industry.

HELP

PROTECT AND PRESERVE

MAINE’S

LOBSTER INDUSTRY.

Send your support to: (all donations are tax deductible)
MLCA PO Box 315 Kennebunk, ME 04043
www.mlcalliance.org
IMPROVING LOBSTER
QUALITY AND HANDLING
Catching a lot of lobster can create
handling challenges on lobster boats
and landing stations. MLCA offers
workshops and trainings to promote
best practices in lobster handling to
ensure that Maine’s live lobsters
remain healthy and vigorous as they
are delivered to customers.

Name
Donation amount $ ________
pale blue MLCA hat
$15.00 each : $____________
navy blue MLCA hat
$15.00 each: $_____________
Total amount paid: $____________

Address
City, State, Zip
Email
I’ll send a check

Phone
Credit Card #
Expiration

Security Code

YOUR DONATION TO MLCA SUPPORTS THESE IMPORTANT LOBSTER COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Building positive relationships
with fishermen, lobstermen
and clammers since 1935.
Ipswich Shellfish Company, Ipswich, MA • Maine Shellfish, Ellsworth, ME
United Shellfish, Grasonville, MD • Connecticut Shellfish, Branford, CT
Maine Shellfish, Kennebunk, ME • Low Country Shellfish, Charleston, SC

